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WWAATTEERRBBUURRYY  BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  
MINUTES ~ RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
Waterbury Arts Magnet School, 16 South Elm Street, Waterbury, Connecticut 

 
 

PRESENT: President Brown, Commissioners Harvey, Rodriguez, Stango, 
Sweeney, Theriault, J. Van Stone, and T. Van Stone. 

 

ABSENT: Commissioners Awwad and Hernandez. 
 

ALSO PRESENT: Deputy Superintendent Robert Henry, Chief Academic Officer 
Darren Schwartz, and Director of Personnel Robert Brenker. 

 

1.  SILENT PRAYER 
 
President Brown called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. with a moment of silence.  
 
BROWN:  Tonight I’d like to have everybody keep in their prayers and with grateful 
hearts all of our veterans that we celebrated last weekend.   
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
Vice President Rodriguez led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

 
3. ROLL CALL 

CLERK:  Commissioner Awwad (absent).  Commissioner Harvey. 

HARVEY:  Here. 

CLERK:  Commissioner Hernandez (absent).  Vice President Rodriguez. 

RODRIGUEZ:  Here. 

CLERK:  Commissioner Stango. 

STANGO:  Here. 

CLERK:  Commissioner Sweeney. 

SWEENEY:  Here. 

CLERK:  Commissioner Theriault. 

THERIAULT:  Here. 

CLERK:  Commissioner J. Van Stone. 

J. VAN STONE:  Present. 

CLERK:  Commissioner T. Van Stone. 

T. VAN STONE:  Present. 

CLERK:  President Brown. 

BROWN:  Present. 
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4. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner 
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to receive and place on file the following 
communications: 
 

1. Copy of communication dated October 31, 2017 from Civil Service certifying Jessica 
DeJesus for the position of Lunch Aide. 

 

2. Civil Summons received November 1, 2017 regarding Naisha Liantin versus City of 
Waterbury Public Schools. 

 

3. Copy of communication dated November 2, 2017 from Civil Service certifying Liz 
Robles for the position of Lunch Aide. 

 

4. Email communication dated November 9, 2017 from Atiya Sample regarding 
grievance 16-17-27. 

 

5. Email communication from CABE dated November 10, 2017 regarding Policy 
Highlights. 

 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner 
Stango, it was voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2017 
Workshop and October 19, 2017 Regular Meeting. 
 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries.  Before the public 
speaks I’d like to say that Commissioner Hernandez and Commissioner Awwad are not 
with us this evening, they had a conflict this evening. 

 
6. PUBLIC ADDRESSES THE BOARD 
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Jason Van Stone and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Harvey, it was voted unanimously to suspend the regular order of 
business to allow the public to address the Board at 6:35 p.m. 
 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, motion carries.  All speakers are encouraged to 
submit prepared written statements to the Commissioners.  Comments shall be limited 
to a maximum of five minutes.  The Chairman will disallow a speaker from continuing to 
speak if slanderous or defamatory remarks are made.  There will be no responses this 
evening to any questions or concerns raised; they will be referred to the Administration 
for review and response. 
 
Danielle Albert, 93 Kelsey Street, had the following comments:  As a parent who 
has spent four years advocating for Board transparency and positive family 
engagement, I am extremely disappointed at what has been allowed to happen in 
regard to the meeting changes.  When the subject of cutting down meetings came up 
there were many questions raised out in the community.  Why now as the subject of 
changing meetings had come up in prior years however no Commissioner pressed the 
issue until now.  Did this subject have to be put forward at two meetings or not.  At 
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Carrington it seemed that in following Robert’s Rules the decision would take place after 
November 7, after the next open meeting.  Are Robert’s Rules really being followed?  At 
a time when parent involvement and family engagement are a priority the public then 
reads in the paper that the Board voted to cut not one but two meetings – one public 
speaking and one workshop.  It was my understanding that one of the intents of the 
workshops was to bring the Board around to the schools and provide engagement 
opportunities’ with the community.  Workshops are made to order opportunities for the 
Board to meet and connect with parents and staff of each school.  Workshops seem to 
have a larger purpose, that’s when individual school presentations are given.  
Workshops are opportunities to share program follow up with things such as special 
education, bilingual, it’s sort of a check in with department subjects, things like busing, 
school safety, grants, test scores, all of these things are raised workshop meetings.  Is 
one workshop meeting a month really enough to maintain the sense of community 
involvement and transparency that this district needs?  Can all of these subjects be 
covered once a month?  If you have parents, students, and community all present why 
did this Board choose to cut one of those opportunities?  During the meeting at 
Carrington when this came up there was mention of several things – committee 
meetings being open; are those going to be taped and shared with the community?  Are 
they going to be held in a welcoming, opening forum and are they going to be clearly 
posted?  There was also some mention of there being a few speakers.  As much as I 
appreciate Commissioner Van Stone’s recognition of myself coming here and speaking, 
there are many other parents and grandparents that speak at these meetings whether 
there is one or ten, open communication is paramount.  You now have a parent on the 
Board, is it not reasonable to think that her position will engage more parents and bring 
them into the fold to this podium?  There was final mention of Thursdays interfering with 
events.  Over the last several years I have personally sent invitations to many of you to 
attend Gilmartin events – end of the year award ceremonies, last year’s ESL Program’s 
theater performance.  Did any one Commissioner attend our instrumental and chorus 
concerts after the lovely article written in the paper about Cathy Dwyer?  Are you now 
going to be present by cutting down these meetings?  If you were going to cut back start 
with eliminating one regular meeting and keep your workshops open to the public.  This 
Board may have done a disservice to the parents and the community and it’s not 
necessarily the best way to begin a new term on the Board.  Thank you. 
 
Geraldo Reyes, 30 Madison Street, had the following comments:  To the Honorable 
Board of Education members and the folks that are here in attendance, first of all I’d like 
to not only congratulate the folks that participated in this recent election because I saw 
an increase of high quality candidates for both the Board of Education and the Board of 
Aldermen so I think that in the bigger picture the process is working and I think that the 
Board of Education, it was an interesting race and I just personally would like to 
congratulate everybody who participated and congratulate all the winners. 
 

The second piece that I wanted to speak about tonight is the increase of students from 
the south – Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands that are already here in the City of 
Waterbury and the City of Waterbury has taken some great steps and initiatives on 
getting the welcoming center prepared but I feel that we’re a little bit behind the eight 
ball in that not from the standpoint of delivering the services on the education piece 
which I believe is doing the best of all the departments that are involved.  I met with 
many people here that are involved with this particular welcoming center and I’m going 
to hold my thoughts and reservations till I see the final product but I just want to see a 



Board of Education 
11/15/2017 

 

4 
 

little bit more emphasis put on the housing because that’s gonna be the biggest issue 
and I am willing to work with anybody and I’ve said that openly and I’ve been to every 
meeting that is involving any of these incoming students.  And I’m sure that you all 
already know the numbers, well over 176 students here from Puerto Rico in just six, six 
and a half weeks.  It far exceeded the number that I gave Mayor O’Leary just three 
weeks ago.  So it’s concerning because the infrastructure right now, not to mention the 
classrooms, not the infrastructure, teachers, classroom sizes and just the fact that we’re 
dealing with an outcome of a natural disaster which a lot of people are not prepared for 
including us and I understand that.  So we’re just trying to catch up right now and I just 
want the Board of Education and the City of Waterbury know that I’m available for 
whatever resources they need to do on a city and state level. 
 

And lastly I’d like to extend my best wishes and congratulations to the honorable Board 
Commissioner and Vice President Felix Rodriguez who has served admirably on this 
Board.  Felix is not only a personal friend of mine but a person I consider a colleague 
here in the City of Waterbury and I just want to extend my heartfelt and sincere 
congratulations and thank you for the hard work that you put here in the City of 
Waterbury on the Board of Education.  Thank you. 
 
Shakira Howard, 228 Plank Road, had the following comments:  Thank you guys for 
letting us have an opportunity to come here and speak to you today but most and 
foremost I’m a member of the PTA at Gilmartin Elementary School, also their Student 
Governance Council, and the DPAC Council as well and it’s not because I have a bunch 
of free time, it is because I’m invested in my son’s education and he’s in the first grade 
and I bring him to these meetings so he can see that mommy cares, it’s not just that 
mommy’s away, I’m not partying, I’m not with friends, we’re here to show him that we 
care and he’s also here to see that there’s other people that care as well.  I believe that 
he pays attention to everything that happens around him and he listens to everything so 
this is key in him being here, this is key as far as his growth.  But most importantly being 
at these meetings I feel a lot of parents do not participate and do not attend because 
they don’t know the people that are involved in their kid’s education.  And it would be 
encouraging for me to know Commissioner Sweeney, Commissioner Harvey, and 
Commissioner Van Stone personally and I can say Tate, there are people besides 
Mommy that care about you and they are going to come out and do the best that they 
can.  I would like to see you guys at these meetings more often, at some fun events.  A 
lot of times parents, like when you see police officers, you’re intimidated because you 
are them and we are us.  We don’t feel like we have anything in common, we don’t see 
you as parents, we see you as people who work for the Board of Ed.  And I think you 
would have a lot more success with parent engagement if they can feel like they can 
relate to you, they can see you out in Walmart and say good morning and not feel like 
oh, we don’t know them, they’re not accessible to us.  So I would just like to see you 
guys more present there.  And it’s just important to parents to know that you guys do 
really care.  And I know people say that we all know that you care, you’re here, you’re 
invested, but it’s really the small things that count.  Just to show up at a school to say 
good morning, good afternoon, just to know your students physically, just to know who 
they are and know that parents do care.  Sometimes they’re not able to show up.  Lastly 
I want to make this comment, I hope nobody takes it personally, but I think you guys 
take a lot of responsibility for our children and their success which you should be we 
should push some accountability towards the family.  You guys set up a lot of forums 
and these environments here but they don’t show.  So I’m not sure how we can 
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continue to encourage that but like I said the last time I spoke please continue to have 
these community meetings and give them options, don’t give up.  I know you guys cut 
the meetings in half but hopefully we’ll be able to start something else for them to be 
present and feel like they have a voice and participate.  Thank you. 
 
Melissa Serrano Adorno had the following comments:  I’m happy to be the new 
Commissioner-elect.  First and foremost I want to wish Commissioner, Vice President 
Rodriguez good luck on your new journey.  I hope that sometime after you take your 
well-deserved break you decide to possibly come back.  I appreciate the hard work that 
you did for our students and our community. 
 

Second of all I do want to say I’m looking forward to working on the Board of Education 
and working with each and every one of you guys.  And I know I took some time to talk 
to you guys and it was a tough campaign and it was very cold, as I spoke to some of the 
ladies earlier.  I want the public and you guys to know I am passionate about what I do 
for the community.  I work with the students Monday through Friday, I work with the 
families, I work with the teachers, and what I do for the community I do from the heart.  
I’m a mother first and always I guess but I want everyone to know that I’m really going 
to give it my all and I thank and appreciate the confidence that everyone has in me and I 
want to continue to work with these mothers that are behind me, continue to advocate 
for the students as well because we need more parents to be involved and to be a voice 
and I want to continue to be that voice on the other side of this podium.  So I just want 
to thank you guys for giving me the opportunity and for the voters and to know that I’m 
here for everyone and I am all about transparency.  Even though I’m Hispanic and 
proud to be it I represent everyone no matter what they’re race is or what their abilities 
are.  So I’m looking forward to it and I hope we can get together sometime before it’s 
actually official.  Thank you and good luck to you again Commissioner Rodriguez, I 
appreciate it. 
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Jason Van Stone and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Stango, it was voted unanimously to return to the regular order of 
business at 6:47 p.m. 
 

BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries.   

 
7.  DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Mr. Henry read and distributed the following announcements: 
 

I am continuing to visit schools and programs throughout the district. I have now visited 
our bilingual program, special education programs, food services, the Harper Avenue 
facilities building, and all three of our magnet schools.  I have also been speaking with 
our administrators to assure alignment of district and school improvement plans to our 
instructional systems.  
 

As part of visiting our schools, I attended the 16th annual International Student 
Education Conference at Maloney Magnet School on Tuesday.  This event is 
encouraged by both the United States Department of Education and the United States 
Department of State, as well as the Connecticut State Department of Education.  The 
purpose is to introduce students to other countries, cultures and languages while 
exposing them to travel, possible careers and a greater understanding of international 



Board of Education 
11/15/2017 

 

6 
 

issues.  The speakers included Maloney parents and volunteer university students who 
had either lived in those countries or traveled to them.  Fourth and fifth graders had the 
opportunity to select four presentations from ten different presentations.   
 

We are opening a new “one stop” center for our newest Waterbury families, housed in 
the Family and Community Engagement Center in the Chase Building.  Through 
collaboration with community agencies, this new initiative will provide three tiers of 
support, including basic support (food, shelter, clothing, and medical), educational and 
social-emotional needs, and vocational and job training. Families will have access to 
representatives from various community organizations who will come in to the center to 
provide training and assistance.  A parent survey will be used to help pinpoint which 
services are most needed. Onsite training programs will be offered in the center’s 
training room on scheduled days.     
 

Our schools will be distributing first marking period report cards by the end of this week, 
November 17th.  
     

Reminder: we will have Early Dismissal for the Thanksgiving break next Wednesday, 
November 22nd. Schools will be closed for the holiday on Thursday, November 23rd, and 
Friday, November 24th.  
 

Parents are reminded that schools will be conducting Parent Conferences on 
Wednesday, December 6th.  The conferences will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. for 
elementary schools and from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. for high schools. Middle schools will 
conduct Teacher Collaboration time that day.  All schools will be dismissed early. Middle 
Schools will hold Parent Conferences the following Wednesday, December 13th, from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Elementary and high schools will conduct Teacher Collaboration.  All 
schools will have Early Dismissal on that day as well.   
 

The Waterbury Career Academy is hosting an Open House for prospective students 
tomorrow evening, November 16th, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Eighth grade students and 
their families are invited to come tour the school and learn more about what WCA has to 
offer. 
 

That same evening, two of our schools will be hosting family events.  Bucks Hill School 
will hold a Family Math and Literacy Workshop from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Parents will learn 
tips to help their children at home with math and language arts homework.  Generali 
School will hold a Family Math Night.  The school’s Math Coach will present fun math 
activities for children and families. 
 

Wilby High School’s Family Connections group is hosting a free parent information 
session on Cyber Safety on Tuesday, November 21st, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Guest 
speaker is Jackie Davis, Leader in Residence for the district.    
    

There will be a School Governance Council Training on Tuesday, November 28th, from 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at Crosby High School.  This event is open to all interested parents as 
well as members of School Governance Councils throughout the district.   
   

Generali School is holding its annual Winter Family Night on Tuesday, December 5th, 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  There will be crafts and activities for Generali students and their 
families.  
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8.  PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 
 

BROWN:  Any questions of our Deputy?  Thank you very much.  Next on the agenda I 
would like to take this opportunity to give my heartfelt thanks to Vice President 
Rodriguez for his service and dedication.  Really, it’s been a pleasure working with you, 
we’ve seen your daughter grow and become famous and get scholarships, you must be 
very proud of your family.  And that’s what Felix has always been, he’s been about 
family and he’s been about students.  You have brought that passion and that caring 
with you and we really appreciate it.  So on behalf of the Board tonight we’re offering 
you this plaque. 
 

(applause) 
 

RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you President Brown.  Wow.  I was looking forward to this day but 
I was also dreading it because I know I would get emotional.  You know I’m a little 
emotional because this meant a lot to me.  I grew up without a dad, seven brothers and 
sisters, my mom barely speaks English, she had less than a fifth grade education but 
she pushed us.  And I wasn’t supposed to be here, I was supposed to be a statistic.  I 
ran around with a lot of knuckle heads growing up.  I did a lot of dumb things growing 
up.  But I also matured very quickly as a young father and I realized that I didn’t have a 
father in my life but that didn’t mean I want my son to grow up without a father so I had 
to change my life around and be a positive role model.  And so I worked hard to get 
educated.  And I know that education is the key to success.  And success means 
different things to different people.  For some people it’s financial gain, for some people 
it’s just getting that degree, that diploma, and for me it was being the first in the family 
and being the youngest of the boys to receive a high school diploma and then going 
onto college and getting an associate degree and then pursing higher education and 
getting my bachelors.  So this ride, this five years that I have here has been an 
incredible blessing.  I’ve learned the word compromise, the word battle, and while we 
may have many disagreements we’ve also respected one another and we understood 
where we came from was all good intentions whether we agreed or not.  I’m grateful for 
every single one of you.  President Stango was the President when I first came on 
board and immediately welcomed me to his home.  I really appreciate you, you have 
always been a man of common sense and always came from the heart and you taught 
by example and I truly respect that and admire that.  Clark Kent, Jason Van Stone, I’ve 
always appreciated your voice and while I may not have always agreed with the Van 
Stones, these guys do their homework and they always came prepared.  Juanita, I’ve 
watched Juanita from a caterpillar into a butterfly from when she came on board and 
really just learning the system and then just blossoming into who she is and this Board 
is so fortunate to have Juanita on this Board.  John Theriault who is just a unique 
character but extremely knowledgeable and comes with a wealth of experience of many 
years in this district and he’s one that sometimes I feel like I swallow a frog when he 
gets at us but he’s pushing us and he’s challenging us to think differently, and to think a 
little bit outside the box.  And John I may not agree with you but I wholeheartedly 
respect you and I thank you for your service.  Ann Sweeney, you know I look at Ann as 
just an incredible soul who was another one from day one who has literally taught me 
the ropes and who would send me emails and texts and Felix you got this, do you have 
that and I cannot, she’s irreplaceable and I thank you Ann.  Karen Harvey, I just want to 
tell you I admire your passion.  So many years in this and I give her so much respect 
because her passion still burns.  And you know at times we may disagree but I got 
nothing but admiration for you Karen, nothing but respect.  And while many people a 
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couple of years ago thought differently my respect for you never changed and never 
wavered, and you know that.  President Brown, thank you for your leadership, thank you 
for your support in me during my tenure.  Thank you for always including me even 
though I wasn’t present, your leadership and guidance is important.  You definitely have 
an arrowhead and you know what the go is and you always put the students first as well 
and I appreciate you.  And lastly, you know we won’t be here, none of us 
Commissioners would be here or readily prepared if it isn’t for Carrie.  And I’ll tell you 
sometimes so overlooked but such a crucial part of what we do here as a Board.  Carrie 
is on top of us, she makes sure we have every material that we need and even when 
we mistakenly delete something, Carrie will make sure that we get that again.  So Carrie 
thank you for so many times looking out for me and having my back.  I’m gonna miss 
you guys and you are a key part of that.  Lastly I want to thank Representative Reyes 
who came and spoke.  I greatly appreciate your leadership and what you’ve done in this 
district and just for being a personal friend.  I honestly appreciate it, it means the world 
to me.  Chief Riddick thank you so much for coming through.  You know Chief is not 
only a man I admire and respect deeply, he’s also my neighbor so I feel safe in my 
neighborhood because I got the Chief literally down the street and I’m grateful to you 
Chief.  You’re an amazing man, God fearing man, someone that is a great role model.  
Melissa is a rock star.  I can tell you when I was first asked if you’re not gonna run, you 
better try to help us find a candidate that’s solid and that’s gonna do some good stuff in 
this district and I can tell you by far we have found a rock star in Melissa and I’m 
confident Melissa is going to bring a lot of change and ideas to this Board that’s well 
needed and we look forward to that Melissa.  Lastly, I’ll give you my formal statement, 
and I shared this on social media because it was tugging at my heart and I needed to let 
it out.  I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the people of Waterbury.  As you know 
today is my last official Board of Education meeting as my four year term comes to an 
end.  It is bittersweet.  I am extremely grateful and honored for the confidence and trust 
placed upon me.  I’ve met some amazing administrators, teachers, students, and 
parents during my tenure.  And I’m convinced that the city, state, and country is in good 
hands especially with our future leaders – the students.  This I know, I’ve met so many 
of you.  I believe we’ve made some positive strides however much more work needs to 
be done.  We are an urban district with many challenges and obstacles but we have 
some of the best and brightest administrators, teachers, and students in the country.  I 
remain optimistic.  Lastly, thank you again for allowing me to be a small part of this 
journey in improving the quality of education for the past five year plus, I am honored 
beyond words.  Thank you. 
 

(applause) 
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Van Stone. 
 

T. VAN STONE:  Thank you Madam President, through you.  Mr. Vice President, you 
said it, we don’t always agree, you said Van Stones but, we are all inclusive.  I think first 
and foremost when you and I chat we found out we have so many common friends and 
acquaintances it amazed both of us.  Boxing, Muhammad Ali, etcetera and am I proud 
to call you my fellow Commissioner, my Vice President, absolutely.  But I think in these 
four years I’ve been on the Board I’ve been more proud to call you my friend.  So thank 
you. 
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Van Stone, Jason Van Stone. 
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J. VAN STONE:  Vice President Pit Bull.  If I’m Clark Kent you get to be Pit Bull tonight.  
I’m gonna miss you pal.  You, I think we still agreed more than we disagreed but when 
we disagreed, we disagreed agreeably and I always appreciated your voice and I 
thought that you had a unique perspective to give a voice to a lot of kids here in our 
district that don’t always have one.  So I always appreciated that when I heard you 
speaking about a certain instance or a certain circumstance that I knew I couldn’t 
necessarily put my shoes into, I can see it through your eyes and I can envision it a little 
better how that might be affecting a kid in the district and I think I will miss that from you.  
And I’ll miss your passion, you know Karen has passion, I see that same passion in you 
and that was always something that I knew I needed to take a second look at an issue if 
I saw yourself getting a little wound up about it and I say that in the best of terms.  You 
know you, you got into an issue to another degree when you felt it was right and I think 
that’s something that not only the members of this Board should do but people in 
general should do.  If there’s a wrong out there that you see being silent is simply being 
complicit in it so I always appreciated how you were willing to put your neck out and get 
your voice . . . so I appreciate that.  I’ll also miss your fashion sense.  You know you’re a 
dapper dude so we will miss that.  I treasure all our time together here.  You’re not really 
going anywhere, you’re just gonna not necessarily be on this Board but I’m sure you’ll 
still stay involved in these kids’ lives and I’m sure if we do something wrong we’ll see 
you at the podium.  So thank you Felix. 
 

RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you. 
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Stango. 
 

STANGO:  Felix I always thought you were a quiet man, I don’t know, tonight you 
proved us wrong, but you’re always very thoughtful and I just wanted to thank you for 
your service and wish you luck in anything else you wish to do.   
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Sweeney. 
 

SWEENEY:  Felix you know this is very hard and I will miss our time together, I will miss 
the chats that we had.  I know you’re not going anywhere so please keep in touch.  You 
are truly an amazing, respectful man and that has played so well on this Board and we 
have needed that.  And I totally agree with Commissioner Tom Van Stone that your 
friendship has been the most valuable piece I take away from this.  So stick around, 
drop in once in a while, and take care of those kids. 
 

RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you. 
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Harvey. 
 

HARVEY:  I was waiting for you John.  Felix, thank you very much.  Yea the passions 
still there and there were times when I needed someone to back me up on things and 
you were there.  I feel that our paths will cross again for sure because you’re out in the 
community; I’m out in the community.  So I wish you the best of luck, you don’t have to 
worry about coming to the meetings every other Thursday or whatever our schedule is 
right now, so you can relax and enjoy and be with your family and I just wish you the 
best of luck and I know we will see each other again.  Thank you. 
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BROWN:  We’ll go onto the Consent Calendar.  Would anybody like to remove anything 
from the Consent Calendar? 
 
President Brown proceeded to read the Consent Calendar, Items 9.1 through 9.3. 

 

9.  CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by Commissioner 
Stango, it was voted unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar, Items 9.1 
through 9.3, as listed: 
 

9.1 With the approval of the Committee of the Whole, the Deputy Superintendent of 
Schools recommends approval of the Board of Education’s 2018 Meeting 
Schedule, as attached. 

 

9.2 With the approval of the Committee on School Facilities and Grounds, the 
Deputy Superintendent of Schools recommends approval of the use of school 
facilities, at no charge, by the following school organizations and/or City 
departments: 

 

GROUP FACILITIES AND DATES/TIMES  
G. Myers   WSMS café:  Sat., Nov. 18, 11 am – 2 pm (Couponing class)  
C. Swain   WAMS media ctr.:  Thurs., Dec. 14, 5:30 - 8:00 pm (Special Board of Ed. Mtg.) 
   WAMS atrium:  Wed., Nov. 15, 6:00 - 8:00 pm (rescheduled BOE Mtg.)  
D. Lopez   WAMS lobby:  Fri., Nov. 17, 7:00 - 10:00 pm (Homecoming Dance)  
S. Petteway  Bucks Hill café:  Mon., Nov. 13, 5:30 - 6:30 pm (parents’ attendance mtg.) 
   Bucks Hill café & gym:  Thurs., Nov. 16, 5:30 - 7:00 pm (Math/Literacy workshop) 
P. Poulter   Regan café:  Thurs., Nov. 30, 5:00 - 7:30 pm (Title I meeting)  
D. Melendez  Chase gym:  Wed., Nov. 15, 5:30 - 7:30 pm (Family Bingo Night) 
   Chase gym:  Wed., Nov. 29, 6 – 8 pm (Albanian Heritage Night)  
Mary Ann Marold Crosby lib. & room:  Tues., Nov. 28, 5:30 - 7:30 pm (Governance Council mtg.) 
   (Snow date:  Wed., Nov. 29)   
M. LeBlanc  WAMS atrium:  Fri., Feb. 2, 3 – 10 pm (school dance fundraiser)  
P. Leibell   WAMS studio/dressing rm.:  Thurs., Apr. 26, 5 – 9 pm (spring concert)  
J. Geary   Kennedy aud.:  Thurs., Jan. 11, 7 – 9 pm (State Dept. of Transportation) 
   (Snow date:  Thurs., Jan. 18)   
S. Smyth   Crosby aud.:  Saturdays, 10/28 to 5/12/18, 10 am – 1 pm (play rehearsals) 
   Crosby aud.:  Sat. Dec. 9, 5 – 10 pm (performance / Radium Girls) 
   Crosby aud.:  Tues., Dec. 12, 5 – 9 pm (winter concert)  
V. Cuevas  Crosby gym:  Wed., Nov. 15, 6 – 9 pm (championship basketball game)  
P. Caldarone  Crosby gym, café:  Sat., Feb. 17, 2 – 6 pm (NVL cheerleading/dance competition) 
R. Moffo   Generali gym, café: Tues., Dec. 5, 3:30 - 8:00 pm (winter family night) 
   (Snow date: Dec. 7)   
G. Hayes   Career Acad. conf. rm.: Tues., Nov. 14, 4 – 7 pm (mtg. with comm. organizations) 
V. Demirali  Sprague gym:  Thurs., Nov. 16, 5 – 7 pm (Family Night)  
M. Vagnini  WAMS (Palace): Tues. Dec. 12, 8 – 9 pm (Winter Choral Concert) 
   WAMS (Palace): Fri. May 25, 6:00 - 8:30 pm (Spring Choral Concert)  
J. Moniods  WAMS café:   Thurs., Nov. 9, 2:30 - 5:00 pm (pie eating contest)  
K. Ondrush  WAMS apron stage:  Dec. 7, 6 – 8 pm and Dec. 8, 8 – 10 pm (Indust. Rev. Mon.) 
C. Worth   WAMS dance studio:  May 23 & 24, 2:30 - 9:00 pm (Student Choreographers)  
R. Martinez  WAMS rooms:  Saturdays, May 5 & June 2, 7 am – 2 pm (SAT Testing)  
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9.3 With the approval of the Committee on School Facilities and Grounds, the 
Deputy Superintendent of Schools recommends approval of the use of school 
facilities by outside organizations subject to fees and insurance as required: 
 

GROUP   FACILITIES AND DATES/TIMES   
 

REQUESTING WAIVERS: 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Tinker gym:  Saturdays, 11/11/17-3/10/18, 8 am – 4 pm 
J. Egan    ($6,048.) 
P.A.L.   Reed gym:  Sat. & Sun., 9 am – 5 pm, 11/25/17 - 4/1/18                     ($12,474.) 
Ofc. C. Amatruda  Chase gym:  Sat., 9 am – 5 pm, 12/9/17 - 3/3/18                       ($4,158.) 
Wtby. Knights  Career Academy gym:  Sat., Nov. 11, 10 am – 1 pm (cheerleading practice)  
S. Clements    ($168.) 
 

GROUPS NOT SUBJECT TO FEES OR WAIVER DUE TO TIME OF USE OR PREVIOUS WAIVER:   
St. Mary’s School  Gilmartin gym:  Monday and Friday, 6 – 9 pm, 4/2/18-6/29/18 
B. Zaccagnini     
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Tinker gym:  Monday thru Friday, 5:30 - 7:30 pm, 11/13-3/9/18 
J. Egan      
Porter’s House Inc. Hopeville café:   Mon. thru Fri., 3:15 – 5:30 pm, 11/20/17-6/8/18 
Cheryl Porter  (after school program)   
P.A.L.   Bucks Hill gym:  11/20-3/29/18, Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
Ofc.  C. Amatruda Chase gym:  11/21-3/29/18, Tues. & Thurs., 6:00 - 9:00 pm 
   Driggs gym:  12/6 - 3/28/18, Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   Kingsbury gym:  12/6-3/29/18, Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   Maloney gym:  11/20-3/28/18, Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   Reed gym:  11/20-3/28/18, Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   Sprague gym:   11/29-3/28/18, Mon. thru Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   Walsh gym:  11/20-3/29/18, Mon. thru Fri, 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   Wilson gym:  11/20-3/29/18, Thurs. & Fri., 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
   WSMS gym:  11/21-3/28/18, Tues. & Wed., 5:00 - 9:00 pm   

 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 

 

10. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT 
 

There were no items removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 

11. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
 

11.1 Upon a motion by Commissioner Harvey and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Jason Van Stone, it was voted unanimously to approve to 
accept the Department of Mental Health and Addition Services Grant, via 
the Central Naugatuck Valley Regional Action Council, in the amount of 
$8,972.55, for the Mayor’s Task Force Against Substance Abuse. 

 
BROWN:  Discussion?  I’ve asked Mr. Gorman, we had a few questions during the last 
meeting about the timeliness, if you could explain.  There was an issue of the signature 
was I believe in the summer and we’re now in November. 
 
JOSEPH GORMAN:  Good evening everyone.  In terms of the timing of this grant, 
things were kind of thrown off.  There was a somewhat contentious debate going on in 
Hartford about what the budget was going to be.  Historically this entitlement grant 
starts July 1 but we don’t really get around to applying for it until October anyway.  It just 
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ran a little bit later this year.  In discussions with Corporation Counsel in preparing this 
for signature, it was advanced that it wasn’t necessarily a good idea to have the Board 
consider it to apply and then consider it again to accept it.  So it was vetted through 
Corp Counsel and Superintendent Ouellette at that time felt that we could proceed with 
that and then present it for the Board’s edification at such time it was received.  The 
Regional Action Counsels are being dissolved at the end of December, that will not 
however affect the funding for this year but going forward beginning in January they will 
be absorbed by the Mental Health Regional Boards and to be perfectly honest with you 
we don’t have a blueprint on how that’s going to change all of this or if this will survive 
beyond this year.  So those precautions were taken but that’s why we ran late with this.  
And hopefully that answers the questions.  I’m sorry I wasn’t here when they arose. 
 

BROWN:  Thank you very much. 
 

GORMAN:  And if I may, just for one opportunity, as a teacher, Commissioner 
Rodriguez, people never leave us because we bring people to a point and then they go 
out and they do amazing things and we become proud of them.  So we’re not gonna 
wait for you to hang around or come back, we’ll find you when we need you.  I’ll find you 
when I need you. 
 

BROWN:  Any other comments before the vote?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion 
carries.  Committee on Policy. 

 

12. COMMITTEE ON POLICY 
 

12.1 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Harvey, it was voted unanimously to approve of the revised 
Toilet Training Policy/#5150, as attached. 

 

BROWN:  Discussion?  Commissioner Van Stone. 
 

T. VAN STONE:  Thank you Madam President, through you, did we ever think we’d talk 
this much about this policy?  I don’t think we’ve talked this much about any policy.  I 
would just like to go over a few things.  One is the always hanging over our heads threat 
from the State of Connecticut for rescinding funds.  And when I look at it and it was 
reminded to me at the meeting the other night, that there is an item “P” of the request 
for proposal which is not a contract however in that is that we would comply with all the 
assurances.  Unfortunately no assurance even comes close to what we talk about in 
this policy so I still think that was a threat and we never were in jeopardy of losing funds 
and the reason I say that is because in that same RFP, item “B1” and “G1”, there is talk 
of discrimination but it’s not a general comment, it actually calls out exact reasons for 
discrimination, never leaving it open-ended as to any other forms of.  So I will continue 
with my voice to say that the three sentence email from the State was nothing more 
than either pomp and circumstance or a threat.  So never thought our funding was in 
jeopardy.  What I would like to talk about in respect to this policy is the elephant in the 
room which we don’t talk about enough and that is when government, in this case the 
City and possibly the State, takes over for parenting and whether or not us offering this 
service, again, plays interference for what should be done at home.  And I really think 
this elephant in the room needs to be discussed.  Will I vote for this policy tonight, I will.  
I will vote in favor.  Two of my concerns were their job descriptions of the folks who will 
feel the responsibilities and that was really the question at hand and I am comfortable 
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now that the job descriptions do support us requesting these activities to take place.  
But I feel a need to again talk about what we do as government officials and what 
should be done in the home.  I’m not going to list all the things we have intercepted to 
take care of that the parent should be taking care of.  I am glad at least we’re going to 
attempt to bring the needs to the parent that the child requires.  Do I want to suppress 
any child from getting an education?  Of course I don’t.  If that’s what the public wants to 
say I’m doing that, so be it, I don’t want to do that.  However we need to really take a 
step back, not in this policy necessarily, but as government officials, government 
elected officials to when we interject on what parents should be doing at home.  We 
should not make it this easy to neglect their responsibilities because we’re gonna take 
care of it.  So a little aside from the policy but I felt that it needed to be stated.  As far as 
the policy is concerned I think we’re on the money now, we have received the 
assurances that the responsibilities lie where they do but I think the bigger picture in the 
room, the elephant in the room, is that we need to really start taking a look as elected 
officials on when we’re doing the parenting and not making the policies for our schools 
to run properly.  Thank you. 
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Stango. 
 

STANGO:  Thank you very much.  In Committee this Board discussed the many issues 
that pertain to the changes to the toilet training policy in a formal school setting.  Some 
have been address and clarified and some have not.  For some in fact we really got no 
answers.  I don’t like the new policy and I wish we didn’t need the policy change.  I wish 
the language could have remained unchanged.  However the point that put me a bit at 
ease in the new policy is the sentence in the policy and I’ll quote it “there is an 
expectation that the children will arrive to the program toilet trained”.  This Board 
expects that a child entering the program will be toilet trained.  That’s how I read that, or 
should be, it’s expected that they are.  If I have a new roof put on my house I expect 
that roof will not leak, I tell the contractor that.  If we as a Board expect a child to be 
trained we need to tell the parent that.  If I have new brakes put on my car I expect my 
car will stop when I depress the brake.  My mechanic knows that.  If this district expects 
a child to be trained then the parent needs to know that.  I believe the school district 
should make clear what our expectations are.  We cannot and should not deny a child 
entry into our programs.  While we accept grants for financing that program however we 
can state our expectations and make it clear to the parents what those expectations are.  
I will be voting in favor of this policy change tonight.  However I want it to be known here 
and now that if some day we have to look at a policy change that we will be putting 
bunks in our gymnasiums of the schools I will be voting against it.  Thank you very 
much. 
 

BROWN:  Commissioner Theriault. 
 

THERIAULT:  We’re almost there with regards to the bunks.  I thought long and hard 
about this policy for about a month and at the expense of saying we’re cleaning up this 
policy, in my mind it has become more fuzzy and muted.  It’s almost a catch 22 – we’re 
damned if we do and damned if we don’t.  I don’t know if the federal or state 
government are threatening our funding of this program, I certainly hope not and I 
certainly wouldn’t want to implement a policy that would affect over 700 kids in the City.  
The total number of kids involved here is approximately 32 or 34.  I think one of the 
problems we have here is the delineation of the word toileting and assistance during 
toileting.  Changing diapers to me seems to be another matter.  Some feel it’s one in the 
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same.  One of the children soils their pants or wets their pants you can’t just take the 
diaper down and that’s it.  The diaper has to be taken down and the child has to be 
cleaned up so they don’t get some sort of a diaper rash.  So I understand all that having 
raised two children I went through all that.  I think the problem was expressed by the 
principal of Generali very well, I think that’s who it was, when she said the problem now 
is that we have three and four year olds coming into kindergarten classes and we have 
three and four year old kids that weren’t let into the pre-k classes before without the 
toilet training being accomplished.  So for the sake of 32 kids we have changed the 
policy, which should be changed, which should be changed, are doing an absolute 
phenomenal job.  I had essential skills classes at Gilmartin, I worked with the same type 
of environment over at Walsh School for a couple of years, these people give their heart 
and soul to these kids.  They’re claiming, along with the teachers, that they’re spending 
an inordinate amount of time on this diaper changing problem which is diminishing the 
effectiveness of teaching in their program.  I would have liked to have seen a little bit 
more of a negotiation with some of the people involved with the diaper changing.  I 
thought there was room for leverage there, other people would disagree with me and 
say no, it’s in the contract, it’s in the wording and the job description that they have to do 
the toilet training, teachers do not.  But the paraprofessionals and the aides and so forth 
do.  So I want to vote against this but I don’t see how my vote would really change 
anything.  I think the federal government would in fact come down and the state 
government would in fact come down and deny our funding.  So for the sake of those 
700 kids we’re going to have to figure out some way maybe getting additional resources 
to the classroom teacher, additional resources where we have four or five kids or maybe 
more that are not toilet trained and work with parents and collaboratively work with them 
and encourage them to get the job done.  Thank you. 
 

BROWN:  Thank you.  Any other comments?  Commissioner Harvey. 
 

HARVEY:  Thank you.  Just briefly.  We have talked I think more about this then we 
have about academics in the schools.  And it is an item that we need to discuss; we 
know what the consequence is of not taking care of this, we know what that 
consequence is so I’m glad that we were able to take this opportunity to discuss this.  I 
think it’s an opportunity for us, the Board of Education and the teachers, etcetera, the 
district, to work with our parents.  We know how important it is for this part of the child’s 
development that we make sure that we get them through this process.  I would hope 
however that we would have been able to take care of this before it blew up and I’m just 
wondering if there was any discussion anywhere.  I understand there was some policy 
changes that kind of led to this getting to this point and I would hope that in the future 
we can talk and try to look at what avenues we have so that something like this does 
not become, come to a point that it is now.  So I will be voting yes on this topic.  Thank 
you. 
 

BROWN:  Thank you.  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 

 
13. COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES 
 

13.1 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Stango, it was voted unanimously to approve that WTA 
Grievance 16-17-27, heard by the Committee on November 8, 2017, be 
denied. 
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BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 
 

13.2 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Stango, it was voted unanimously to approve that WTA 
Grievance 17-18-06, heard by the Committee on November 8, 2017, be 
denied. 

 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 
 

13.3 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Stango, it was voted unanimously that WTA Grievance 17-
18-10, heard by the Committee on November 8, 2017, be denied. 

 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 
 
13.4 Upon a motion by Commissioner Sweeney and duly seconded by 

Commissioner Stango, it was voted unanimously that WTA Grievance 17-
18-11, heard by the Committee on November 8, 2017, be denied. 

 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries. 

 

14. SUPERINTENDENT’S NOTIFICATION TO THE BOARD 
 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Jason Van Stone and duly seconded by 
Commissioner Stango, it was voted unanimously to receive and place on file 
items 14.1 and 14.2, Superintendent’s Notification to the Board, as listed: 
 
14.1 Grant funded appointments effective immediately: 

Booker-Foster, Wanda – Hall Duty Monitor, part-time @ $94 p/day, non-union 
and without benefits, funded by Title I. 

Iannucci, Donald – Teacher, STEM After-school Program, WCA. 
Marshall, Aaron – WAMS Grant Facilitator, salary and benefits governed by the 

UPSEU agreement, funded by WAMS Operating Grant. 
McCormack, Stephanie – Prevention Specialist, Washington School, $18.14 

p/hour, 35 hours p/week, 10 months, non-union with benefits governed by the 
UPSEU, funded by Title I. 

Simms, Stephanie – Teacher, STEM After-school Program, WCA. 
 
14.2 Resignations/terminations: 
  Brown, Kamar – WSMS Math, terminated effective 10/31/17. 
 Sullo, Danielle – Washington/Regan Library Media Specialist, resignation 

effective 11/03/17. 
 
BROWN:  Discussion?  All in favor, opposed, abstain.  Motion carries.  Thank you.  
Number 15 – Unfinished Business of Preceding Meeting Only.  Number 16 – Other 
Unfinished, New, or Miscellaneous Business.  Commissioner Van Stone. 
 
T. VAN STONE:  First just a comment.  We’re looking forward to officially, talking about 
Robert’s Rules and decorum at not just our monthly meetings but our workshops and 
our committee meetings.  I would like to thank Commissioner Sweeney, last night I 
thought our first try, although with some hurdles and I think we have a little education 
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inviting the public to be part of a committee meeting last night went very well, so I thank 
you for that.  And also, three of us, actually have the latest edition on our table here of 
Robert’s Rules so I think we’re off to a good start.  More importantly, well more 
importantly actually I’m here tonight even though I stopped home for about 20 minutes, 
my wife Cathy and I tonight celebrated our 37th wedding anniversary.  But I’m still here.  
I’m not sure why.  More importantly.  I’ve been asked in the last week or so to comment 
on either the MOU or contract that we have in place with Mr. Henry.  Unfortunately I 
think most of the members, I won’t speak for them, we have not seen that.  I believe our 
operating budget is paying for that however it’s been put in place by the Mayor’s office 
without inclusion of this Board.  I have asked our HR Department for a copy of that 
which they did not have.  So it’s upsetting to me and quite honestly I don’t get 
embarrassed too often but I was embarrassed to have to say I can’t answer those 
questions because that has not been before me.  Respectfully Mr. Henry this has 
nothing to do with you, it has to do with our procedures and protocols.  I certainly would 
hope that if we’re going to pay a bill we see that bill.  It just goes to show you how things 
are done in this City that pertain to this Board that we are not inclusive.  It’s 
embarrassing, it should be embarrassing to all of us that if we were asked that question 
this week we cannot provide an answer; it should not happen, it should not happen.  We 
are elected officials.  We weren’t placed here in the form of friendship to be on the 
Board, the people of Waterbury put us here.  And the fact that we do not have that in 
front of us to answer that question, I don’t even know how to describe that.  It should not 
have happened.  I’m embarrassed for myself, I’m embarrassed for this Board, that we 
pay a bill, it’s hard enough to get details on the bills we pay, but to have nothing, 
nothing, nothing.  Should not happen, should not happen.  As far as I’m concerned any 
agreement that was made if not approved by this Board and as far as I’m concerned in 
addition an approval by the Board of Aldermen should not be a legal document.  I’m 
appalled that I even need to make this speech.  Again, sorry Mr. Henry, this is beyond 
education, it’s beyond yourself.  This is the complete lack of respect that City Hall has 
for this Board and I really think it needs to stop.  Thank you. 
 
BROWN:  Thank you.  Commissioner Harvey. 
 
HARVEY:  I just want to quickly report that myself, Mr. Henry, President Brown, I’m just 
trying to make sure I don’t forget anyone, Attorney Wihbey, Darren, and Jahana as well 
as Wendy Tyson Wood, and Cicero Booker, please, he would kill me.  We went up to 
the CHRO, and the Mayor, went up on November 8 to report to the CHRO on the 
recommendations as it relates to the hiring of black and Hispanic teachers.  And I’m 
happy to report that it was received, the report was received very, very well.  We 
received a lot of compliments for the accomplishments we have made in just six 
months.  So I’m looking forward to continuing to be the Chair of that Committee and I 
look forward to the accomplishments that we look forward to achieving in the next six 
months.  And I would hope that more Commissioners would be able to make it on that 
next trip. 
 
And, just a point of personal privilege, I didn’t get the opportunity to thank the NAACP 
for awarding me the Community Services Award on November 4.  I want to thank 
Commissioner Tom Van Stone for attending and I just want to thank the NAACP, I’m 
truly honored and I look forward to continuing to bridge that gap between the Board of 
Education and the community.  And I thank you Madam Chair. 
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BROWN:  Commissioner Theriault. 
 
THERIAULT:  First of all I concur with Commissioner Van Stone’s remarks, Tom Van 
Stone’s remarks.  We are the appointing authority; it should have gone through our 
Board, no question about it.  Too many times we hear about emergency powers being 
dealt with on certain situations.  We had plenty of time to do this paperwork and the 
other things that were required including negotiations.  No disrespect Mr. Henry 
whatsoever, he’s doing a fantastic job, but this is more politics in the City of Waterbury 
that we get upset about.  And Felix, if I didn’t say you were a role model for your 
community and all of the community in the City of Waterbury I would be remiss.  I’m 
glad once in a while I put a frog in your throat.  Hopefully it’s a Coquí and it causes you 
to think about some of the things that I’ve said and thanks for the compliment being a 
Frenchman myself I could relate to the frog aspect of it.  And I wish you luck wherever 
you go, I know you’ll do a great job in the future as you go onto bigger and better things.  
But there’s nothing bigger and better here.  Good luck. 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing Robert’s Rules of Order being initiated in some of our 
committee meetings, all of our committee meetings.  I could remember on one occasion 
I went to a committee meeting and I started speaking and I was told you could only 
speak for three minutes.  But I had checked Robert’s Rules of Order and it said that the 
three minute rule or whatever it was, time you could speak, had to be established in the 
beginning of the meeting, not during the middle of my speech because somebody didn’t 
like to hear what I was saying.  So I waited a couple of weeks and went to the meeting 
again and we went through this whole thing and another Commissioner started 
speaking and that Commissioner spoke for five minutes.  Of course being the pain in 
the neck I am I protested.  I said how come that Commissioner can speak for five 
minutes and I could only speak for three.  Well that’s because I established five minutes 
this week and it was three minutes last week.  So I’m glad that we’re gonna go by 
Robert’s Rules of Order and we’re gonna establish the time that each Commissioner 
can speak according to Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
Alright, now the last thing I want to speak about is something very disturbing and it’s 
something that hopefully will put a frog in everyone’s throat, the latest test scores on the 
SATs.  Now I thought, the test scores I thought last year were bad; I said how can any 
school get less than 4.7% on math at Wilby.  That means 95% of the kids failed math in 
the tenth grade at Wilby in the SATs.  So I said how can anybody, I mean hopefully from 
here on in with all our ILDs and everything that we have, Blueprint for Change, new 
superintendent for the last six years.  We got no place to go but up.  Sorry to say folks, 
not the case.  Crosby went from last year from 8.7% in math, 91% of the kids failing to 
3.7.  Ninety-six percent of the kids failing math on the SATs.  Boy, that’s a five percent 
drop and that’s putting in some muscle and putting our shoulder into it with the 
supervisors who talk all the time about what they’re doing and we’re gonna see change, 
just give it a little bit more time, a little bit more time.  And I will come to your meetings 
Commissioner Tom Van Stone and I am in your corner cause I know you’re a good man 
and I know you’re going to address this along with your Committee and I’d be happy to 
offer my support in whatever I could do to help you. 
 
This is very discouraging and it’s not only on the SATs, the Scholastic Aptitude Test, it’s 
also on the Smarter Balance Test.  It’s also on the science portion of the CMT test.  
Take a look at the science scores in the middle schools and the high schools, wow.  I 
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think during science we’re teaching lunch.  It’s unbelievable, it’s unbelievable.  Are they 
even there?  So, I mean as we go forward when we see our kids failing 90 to 95 of our 
kids failing the SATs in math and our scores on the language arts are a little better, but 
on the last series of standardized tests there wasn’t one school, one program, that met 
the state average, not one.  And I had these scores checked, and checked, and 
checked and checked again by Tara Battistoni who’s our academic and testing and 
research person.  She just sent me a report back that I was off by one/tenth of a point or 
five/tenths of a point so I made some corrections again and there’s still nobody, nobody 
that has reached the state average.  So as we welcome a new Commissioner and we 
bid . . . to our former Commissioner, we have to put our shoulders and foot to the metal 
and find some solutions to this without going through a lot of rhetoric year after year 
after year.  The time is over for the three years, the time is over for the four years, the 
time is over for the Blueprint for Change.  We were supposed to see accomplishments 
and an increase in test results, we haven’t seen them.  We have to invent a new wheel 
and I’m sure Commissioner Tom Van Stone with the help of us will do that.  And I know 
Commissioner Harvey and others of you in the corner here for this.  You just haven’t 
known, you haven’t done the extensive research that I have done, and by the way it’s 
almost impossible to get these results from the State, they just don’t want to give them 
to you.  They send you here, they send you there.  I actually talked to a live person six 
times before I could actually get the results from the SATs and the Smarter Balance 
Test last time.  And I had some friends of mine that were working with me too and they 
were as frustrated as I was.  So as we go forward this will be my pet peeve in terms of 
looking at those scores and I’m not just gonna complain about it, I’m gonna do 
something about it, and with the help of other Commissioners and people that are here 
looking for change.  Thank you. 
 
BROWN:  I just wanted to congratulate the Board.  Many of us are going to the 
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education Conference tomorrow, that’s why we 
had the meeting tonight.  And Waterbury Board of Education will be receiving a CABE 
Leadership Award for the second year in a row.  So I want to thank everybody for their 
dedication.  And also for the first time the City of Waterbury, our communication 
department, has received an honorable mention.  So thank you to Nancy Vaughan and 
the other people who work on our website.  So that’s good news. 
 
I just want to report that on December 1 is the swearing in ceremony for our new 
officers, for our new Commissioners, and for the Boards.  It starts at six o’clock at the 
City Hall in the Aldermanic Chamber.  Board of Aldermen goes at six o’clock and I 
believe we’re at six-thirty.  So I hope to see everybody there. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Stango and duly seconded by Commissioner 
Harvey, it was voted unanimously to adjourn at 7:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
 


